Outdoor Skate and Hockey Complex 

Carlsbad  Riverwalk  Recreation  Center
Project Fact Sheet

Brief Description of Project:
· Outdoor skating complex that includes a skatepark and inline hockey rink

· Complex to be built on City of Carlsbad property adjacent to the Riverwalk Recreation Center

· Complex will be enclosed by fencing that controls access through the Recreation Center

· Primary construction is a concrete pad with:

· Skating apparatus and ramps mounted for the skatepark section, and

· Dasherboards enclosing a playing area for the hockey rink

Community Need for the Project:
· No skating facility exists in Carlsbad

· Our youth continue to express a high level of interest in skating and skateboarding

· A successful inline hockey league has been suspended due to private facility closing 

· As reflected in the Rural Community College Initiative (RCCI) consensus voting of September 2000, building a skatepark ranks #3 for community needs
	Funding request:    $266,250 for the design and construction of the complex
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Benefits & Synergy of Building the Outdoor Complex:
· Enhances the existing programs at the Riverwalk Recreation Center

· Offers a healthy sport to keep our youth occupied

· From the parents standpoint, it’s a safe, supervised activity 

· For the youth, a place to socialize, away from undesirable influences

· Provides a focal point for other youth activities (e.g.; skate parties, dances, etc)

· For local business owners, reduces worry about skaters on their sidewalks and property

· For the local economy, provides a draw for families traveling with youth

· In-line hockey brings out-of-town teams overnight for tournaments

· Implements #3 vote getter from the Community Vision 2000 (RCCI) voting

Quick Facts

· 10 million U.S. skaters; 4 million aggressive skaters; 1 million freestyle bikers 
· 6th largest sport; 3rd most popular among youth ages 6-18

· 1 in 10 teenagers owns a skateboard    

· Over 200 skateboard manufacturers with 1998 estimated retail sales in excess of $700 million 
· Combined U.S. trade of skateboarding and inline skating industries of $2 billion
Liability & Insurance Considerations:
· Statistics show organized skateboarding to be lower risk for injury than other popular sports, i.e.; baseball, football, and soccer

	Activity
	Total Participants
	Total Injured
	Hospital Visits             Per Participant

	Baseball
	2,033,000
	326,569
	0.161

	Basketball
	4,527,000
	644,921
	0.142

	Football
	4,414,000
	334,420
	0.076

	Soccer
	2,825,000
	148,913
	0.053

	Golf
	971,000
	39,473
	0.040

	Snowboarding
	1,037,000
	37,638
	0.036

	Volleyball
	2,732,000
	67,340
	0.025

	Skateboarding
	8,238,000
	48,186
	0.006


· In-line hockey rules require full protective equipment for players, and disallows “body checking”

· The safety engineer from City of Carlsbad’s insurance carrier has been consulted in planning this complex

· Architect designing the complex is certified and experienced in skatepark safety features

· Insurance for in-line hockey participants is covered through registration with USA Hockey Inline organization

· Insurance for skatepark participants can be provided through one of three viable options:

· Incremental coverage with present City carrier

· Stand alone policy for the facility

· Like hockey, skaters become members of an association (Skate Park Assoc. of USA)
Local Approvals and Support:
· This project enjoys full support from the following officials:

· City of Carlsbad – Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee (motion passed December 19, 2000)

· City of Carlsbad – Insurance carrier’s Safety Engineer concurrence (telecon held January 5, 2001)

· City of Carlsbad – City Council (motion passed unanimously on January 9, 2001)

· Eddy County – Commissioners (resolution passed unanimously on January 16, 2001)

· Additionally, this project is being cooperatively pursued by the following organizations:

· Board and staff members of the Riverwalk Recreation Center

· Rural Community College Initiative staff & volunteers at New Mexico State University at Carlsbad which is providing administrative support through a grant from The Ford Foundation

· Carlsbad Hockey Association, officers & members

· Carlsbad organization of skaters and skateboarders, including youth & their parents

· NPSR Architects, Inc – Brad Nesser, AIA
